Hepatitis B virus-associated hepatocellular carcinoma in African patients.
We have examined several tumors from South African patients with hepatitis B virus (HBV)-associated hepatocellular carcinoma for the presence of integrated viral DNA. In contrast with our findings in patients from Taiwan, few copies of the viral genome were integrated in each tumor. Furthermore, Southern hybridization showed similarities in integration patterns between different tumors. We are presently constructing genomic libraries from selected single-copy tumors in order to make a more detailed analysis of HBV DNA integration at the molecular level.